Important Fiqh Terminology
Mutaqaddimin  (Early scholars) – All students of Imam Abu Hanifa 
Mutaakhhirin (Later Scholars) - Scholars who were not students of Imam Abu Hanifa

Imam – Used on its own refers to Abu Hanifa

Sahibayn – Abu Yusuf and Imam Muhammad

Tarafayn – Abu Hanifa and Imam Muhammad

Sheikhayn – Abu Hanifa and Abu Yusuf

Zahir al-Riwaya – Six books of Imam Muhammad (Mabsut, Ziadat,                                                                                                                                                                              Sair al-Kabir, Sair al-Saghir, al-Jame’ al- Saghir, al-Jame’ al-Kabir)

Al-Usul al Sitta – The same six books of Imam Muhammad

Al-Mu’tamad – Relied Upon Opinion
Riwayah – Transmission 
Fatwa – Authoritative Opinion

Mufta Bih  - The Chosen opinion for fatwa
Asah – The opinion which fulfils all the stipulations of the Authoritative Opinion but is higher in level than Sahih due to strong evidence.
Sahih – The opinion which has all stipulations of the Authoritative Opinion.

Rajeh – The opinion which has the strongest evidence between two or more relied upon opinions. 
Daif – The opinion which does not have one or more of the stipulations of the Authoritative Opinion.
Shadh – The riwayah that is not in the six books and was not chosen buy the scholars.  

Nawadir – It has two meanings:

1. The books of Imam Muhammad which are not from the six books.
2. Issues which don’t happen regularly

Takhrij – The issues that are not in the six books but the fatwa was given, in accordance with stipulations of Usul by Hanafi Scholars 

Qiyas – Analogy

Istehsan – Kind of the Analogy
 Terminology of the Legal Rulings

Fard - The Obligatory is a command affirmed by a decisive text that is neither probabilistic nor open to interpretation. Within an action, if an obligatory component is omitted, the action is invalid.

Wajib - The Necessary is a command affirmed by a probabilistic text that allows the possibility of interpretation. However, the one who denies it is not an unbeliever, but corrupt. Any act with leaving of the necessary aspects will not be invalidated, but it will be incomplete. However, it becomes necessary to repeat it if they were left out intentionally

Sunnah -  It has two kinds:

1. Sunna mu’akkada The Confirmed is that which our Prophet (Allāh bless him and give him peace did most of the time without leaving even once. (and was not of his worldly habits).  One who leaves it (once without excuse) deserves reproach, not punishment (though leaving it habitually is sinful).  

     2. Sunna Mustahabba - The Recommended (The second kind of Sunnah) is that which our Prophet (Allāh bless him and give him peace) did sometimes during his life. (Its ruling is that the one who performs it is rewarded, and one who does not is not worthy of reproach.) 

Mubah - The Permissible entails neither reward nor punishment, such as sitting, standing (or eating). Such acts are rewarded for, however, if accompanied by a good intention.

Makruh – It has two kinds:

1. Makruh Tanzihan - The Disliked is that whose doer deserves reproach, but not punishment. 
2. Makruh Tahriman - If the doer of the prohibitively disliked deserves punishment for it is close to being forbidden. And the one who will reject it he may be Fasiq or Mubtadi’ 
Haram - The Forbidden are things such as murder or drinking alcohol. Its doer deserves Allāh’s punishment. (The forbidden is that which has been strongly interdicted by the Shari`ah, and leaving it is obligatory.)

Some additional terms:
Adab – Recommended action which has lower level than Mustahab. Usually it’s evidence is dai’f Hadith or custom.
Mustakrah- Not Recommended but lower level than Makruh Tanzih. Usually it’s evidence for leaving is dai’f Hadith or custom.
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